
Ms. Genord English Language Arts Syllabus – ELA 9
Lake Orion High School   2019-2020

     ROOM: 1st- 270/4th- 603					    Email: caitlin.genord@lok12.org       
         Office Phone Number: x.  		     	   	        Class Page : Moodle 												 	
What Will I Learn? 
Course Description: 
This two-term course addresses reading in a variety of genres, including narrative, drama, fiction and non-fiction. Students will also explore writing through creative non-fiction, literary analysis, and informational and argumentative essays. Emphasis will be on the writing process, including prewriting, drafting, revising and editing.  This includes a review of literary elements, writer’s craft, grammar and vocabulary. 

Long Range Goals and Assessments: (What should you be able to do by the end of the semester?)
· Collaborate effectively in both the small group setting and in class discussions. 
· Participate actively by listening intently and speaking for yourself.
· Monitor your comprehension of texts by applying reading strategies.
· Express yourself creatively in speaking and writing.
· Demonstrate personal growth in beliefs and opinions.
· Develop a purpose for exploring and thinking critically about texts.
· Evaluate and use information fairly to promote original thinking.

Big Ideas About Learning: (My philosophies)
· Studying English Language Arts contributes to our development as better human beings, so it is important to seek personal growth from the material we encounter. 
· Language is all around you—Give yourself a purpose when dealing with it (in reading, writing, speaking and listening)!
· Real learning is sometimes unpredictable, open-ended, spontaneous and requires further inquiry. 

Enduring Understandings: (The things you won’t want to forget)
· Reading and writing are universally important and are essential for lifelong learning. Reading helps us to broaden our perspectives—to walk in another’s shoes. 
· Allow your own voice to show in writing. Be critical of the world around you, and express yourself freely. Your willingness to share contributes to the overall success of the classroom. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Take charge of your own learning—be independent and creative.

Grading Scale:

	A
	B
	C
	D&F

	
	       87%-89% : B+
	        77%-79% : C+
	         67%-69% : D+

	       94%-100% : A
	       83%-86% : B 
	        73%-76% : C
	         63%-66% : D

	       90%-93% : A-
	       80%-82% : B-
	        70%-72% : C-
	         60%-62% : D-

	
	            
	
	59% and below : F






Assignment Breakdown: 
	TERMS 1 & 3

	Grading
Daily Work/Quizzes                    35%                                                    Whole Class Novel Test              20%
Whole Class Novel Impromptu  10% (½ Final Exam)                         Sci-Fi Test                                     10% (½ Final Exam)
Literary Essay                              25%

	Whole Class Novel & Analytical Writing
All students will read Lord of the Flies.  Students will engage in discussions and analyses that explore the following essential questions: How do beliefs, ethics, and values influence a person’s actions?  How do the actions of an individual impact a community?

· Important vocabulary – social commentary, characterization, conflict, theme, central idea

· Assessments – impromptu essay, unit test 

	Book Club & Literary Essay
Students will explore the science-fiction genre by reading one of the following books: Unwind, Ender’s Game, Fahrenheit 451, or The Last Book in the Universe.  Students will analyze the following essential questions: What is the relationship between the individual and society?  What does society owe the individual and what does the individual owe society?  What motivates someone to abuse his/her power?  What impact does an abuse of power have on the individual and society?  Additionally, students will compose a literary analysis essay addressing one of these questions.

· Important vocabulary – Flashback, foreshadowing, structure and craft, symbolism, cumulative impact, tone

· Assessments – literary analysis essay, unit test

	Final Exam: Whole Class Novel Impromptu   10 %                           Sci-Fi Test                                       10%



	TERMS 2 & 4

	Grading
Daily Work/Quizzes               35%                                                     Narrative                                 10% (½ Final Exam)
Non-Fiction test                     10% (½ Final Exam)                           Romeo and Juliet Project     20%
Magazine Project                  25%

	Independent Reading & Narrative Writing
Students will select a realistic fiction novel to read.  As they read their novel, they will explore the following essential question: How can asking essential questions lead us to identifying and understanding universal themes?  Additional, students will use their books as mentor texts as they compose their own original narratives.

· Important vocabulary – historical context, social context, cultural context, narrative, dialogue, reflection, sensory language, plot structure, sequencing

· Assessments -- Narrative
	Classical Literature
Through a variety of mediums, all students will explore the relationships in Romeo and Juliet.  Students will analyze and discuss the following essential question: How do relationships shape our values, actions, and lives?

· Important vocabulary – elements of a drama (aside, monologue, soliloquy, chorus), allusion, elements of a tragedy, iambic pentameter

· Assessment – Choice project
	Non-fiction Texts Sets & Argumentative Writing
Students will engage with a variety of non-fiction texts surrounding a chosen topic.  Students will also compose an argumentative essay that addresses a self-selected social issue.  Through this process, students will discuss the following essential question: How can asking questions surrounding a social issue deepen our understanding of the issue?  What questions should we be asking when exploring social issues?

· Important vocabulary – author’s purpose, rhetoric, ethos, pathos, logos, multimedia, delineate.
· Assessments – Non-fiction reading test, magazine project

	Final Exam:             Narrative                 10%                                                        Non-Fiction Test    10%



Classroom Norms & Expectations
Materials:
I expect that you will be prepared for class each day. This means you should have completed previously assigned material and homework and should have the following materials available: 
· Novels
· 3-subject notebook 
· Writing Utensils (pens, pencils, highlighters) 
· Folder specifically for English
· Assignment Notebook/Planner

Standards: 
Our Class will meet the Michigan Common Core Standards, the American Association of School Librarians “Standards for the 21st Century Learner” (AASL), and the National Council for Teachers of English standards (NCTE).


Communication/Meeting with Ms. Genord: 
As a teacher who is concerned with her student’s success, I promise to be available as often as possible. I will almost always be available via email or phone call and will be quick to respond to you or your family’s needs.  I also will be available to meet on a regular basis with students after school every day until 3 PM besides Wednesday (PD in the morning).  You are encouraged to drop by for extra assistance, questions or concerns about my class, or just to chat! If you need to set up a different time to meet, please see me and we will find a time that works best for you or your family.

Late Work Policy:
Late work will be accepted but may be penalized. It will be penalized at 10 % off. Late work will NOT be accepted after a unit has been completed. 

Reassessment: 
With the teacher’s discretion, reassessment will be allowed on some writing assessments, excluding those that are part of the final exam. NO reassessments will take place during the last week of the term. 

Tardy Policy:
Students are required to be in class prior to the tardy bell.  Students will be marked absent if tardy more than 10 minutes late to first hour or 5 minutes late to hours 2 through 4.  Detentions will be assigned starting with the fourth tardy (cumulative among all hours).
Academic Misconduct/Dishonesty: 
Students are expected to do their own work.  Plagiarism is defined as “stealing and passing off the ideas or words of another as one’s own” and is prohibited.  Academic misconduct, including cheating and plagiarism in any form, is a disciplinary issue that will result in a disciplinary referral.
· First Offense: Opportunity to redo assignment; disciplinary consequence may range from detention to suspension. Student may be assigned work to understand and prevent future academic misconduct. 
· Second offense (and beyond): Student will be given an academic consequence, such as a “zero” on the assignment; standard disciplinary consequence is one-day suspension with assignment to understand and prevent future academic misconduct.
Cell Phones and Other Technological Devices: 
Student Use of a Technology Device: Students may utilize Personal Technology Devices during the school day during passing time, in hallways, and during their lunch period.  Devices may never be used during assemblies, speakers, or emergency drills.  The default policy in all classrooms during instructional time is NO CELL PHONE USE ALLOWED.  Cell phones should be OUT OF SIGHT and NOT USED from “bell to bell.” The only change to this policy occurs when the classroom teacher specifically states that cell phones may be utilized for an education purpose in class that day.  Teacher may confiscate cell phones from students who do not adhere to this policy 
FYI: Taking pictures/recording someone without his/her knowledge and permission, and bullying/threatening someone via technology (phones/computers, etc.) are both punishable under school rules AND could result in criminal prosecution. 

iPods, etc. – Students may NOT use these electronic devices during instruction in class.  Electronic games are not allowed—period.  You may use iPods – and laptop computers for that matter -- on days we will be working on a writing assignment in class. I will tell you ahead of time which days to bring in your laptop. 
Discipline Procedure for students violating personal technology device classroom rules:
· First Offense: Teacher refers student to administration following parent contact.  Discipline consequence: 2-hour detention.
· Second Offense: Teacher refers student to administration following parent contact.  Discipline consequence:  1-day suspension without personal technology device. 
· Third Offense and Beyond:  Teacher refers student to administration following parent contact.  Discipline consequence:  2 or more days suspension.  Potential parent meeting with administration prior to the student reentering classes to develop a behavioral plan. 

Ms. Genord’s Policies & Procedures:

* Class Discussion Procedure:
Respect in the classroom includes learning to dialogue respectfully, even with viewpoints with which you may disagree.  We are all mature, and our classroom will be discussion focused at times. As such, it is important to agree to some guidelines to support and help each other learn:

· Listen actively. Close, active listening requires us to focus on the person speaking rather than on what we might have to say and to reserve judgment until s/he has finished speaking and we are sure that we understand his/her point of view.

· Share the air. Step up, step back: If you like to talk, try to “step back” to give others a chance to participate.  If you’re a quiet person, try to “step up” and contribute more. 

· Speak for yourself, not for others: Try “I think,” “I feel” or “I believe,” which are personal opinions, instead of “women think” or “white people are,” which are broad generalizations.

Passes:
· No passes for restroom or locker will be given out during the first 5 minutes of class or the last 5 minutes of class. Only one person may leave the room at a time. 
· Please wait for an appropriate time to ask for passes. 

Behavior Policy:
Students are expected to follow school and class rules. If there happens to be a behavioral issue students will receive the following consequences: 
· 1st Warning: Verbal Reprimand and Personal Record
· 2nd Warning: HERO write-up
· 3rd Warning: Meeting with counselor & Phone call home
*Please note that depending on the offense a student may be receive a referral instantly 


Ms. Genord English Language Arts 

Syllabus Contract

 (Please turn in this page for your first homework grade! A freebie)

Class & Period: ________________

I, ___________________________________________________, received a copy of Ms. Genord’s syllabus, and I had ample time to read it, ask questions, and make suggestions for amendment.  I understand that this syllabus is an obligatory document to which Ms. Genord is committed just as much as I. 

Signature: _______________________________	Date:_______________



Parent Version

Please have a parent or guardian sign below if they agree to this statement: 

I have read the syllabus for this course, and I agree to assist my student in achieving high academic potential. I am willing to openly communicate with Ms. Genord about any questions, concerns, and feedback for this course. 

Signature: ________________________			Date:_______________

Additional Information: 
If there is any information you would like me to know, please feel free to include it here. I will keep this sheet with my records.










