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Online teaching and learning often gets a bad rep. It is easy to equate online learning to learning through modules with seemingly redundant questions and answers. It is easy to equate online learning with a one-size-fits-all approach. Teaching online is not easy, and is often misunderstood. Done correctly, online teaching and learning can benefit students with a flexible learning plan and an engaging classroom community. For teachers, online learning involves learning new technologies, staying organized and available, and reconsidering lesson design. I believe that online learning is important.  I recognize that technology is a necessary and evolving part of being a 21st century learner. I am passionate about incorporating technology in the online classroom, and I will expose students to variety of information and technologies by using the inquiry process. With my undying encouragement and impassioned leadership, I hope my students will be motivated to discover new things. I believe in the importance of lifelong learning.  

Teachers should strive for classrooms of growth. Growth, not solely in intellect, but in honor, integrity, discipline, and morality. Studying English presents the possibility to expose students to our diverse world through language and literature. I believe English can help students to become more empathetic toward others, more evaluative of our world, and more grounded in their opinions. This growth happens in a classroom where students are inspired to take charge of their own learning. Leadership in the classroom encourages students to find their own voice and sparks their interest in learning. I value and embrace diversity and equality in my classroom. I will implement various strategies and methods for online learning that cater to different student needs. By building personal relationships with students, I will have a better understanding of their needs and how I can help them to succeed. I strive to create a diverse student-led classroom of growth.  
 
	Online teachers must stay organized and available for their students to nurture a classroom community. I will dedicate the necessary time to giving my students various forms of feedback: text feedback, video announcements, small group check-ins, email check-ups, short texts, surveys, and scheduled conferences. Students must feel that they are an active participant in learning and must be comfortable with their instructor. Through frequent feedback, both casual and formal, I will be inclusive of all students. The classroom community is not only about interaction between the teacher and the students; student-to-student interaction is essential for online learning. Whether students are just chatting with a classmate or working on a group project, interaction at different levels of intensity is key for their success. I will create daily opportunities for students to interact and grow with one another.  
	Online teachers must reconsider lesson design and offer creative flexible models for learning. Student interest, motivation and engagement are directly connected to learner success for both in-person and online learning. While it may be more difficult to attract, motivate and engage students online, this is something I am dedicated to. Through the creation of interactive learning experiences, my students will grow in curiosity and wonder. It is necessary to provide opportunities for students learning online to create original content and to give them multiple means of engagement, representation, and expression. I will strive to be a flexible educator who encourages students to explore topics of interest and allows them to choose how to present their understanding.  
	

