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	Evaluation Category
	LMS Choice #1:
PowerSchool
	LMS Choice #2:
Canvas
	LMS Choice #3:
Schoology

	Ease of Use:
· Is LMS straightforward and user-friendly for Ts, Ss, Ps?
· Are there available “How-To Guides” or support documentation in the Platform or on the Internet?
· How long will it take for Ts to set-up a course?
	· PowerSchool is a user friendly application for grading and offers a mobile app for students and parents.
· There is a Support section of the website to assist with software and use questions. 
· Depending on which version of PS you use, the information for your course may be uploaded by your district. Teachers can then add information into the PS app. 
	· Yes, Canvas is very to use for teachers and students. 
· Parents also have access depending on what the district decides. 
· There is a support community with several guides: https://community.canvaslms.com/community/answers/guides
· It is very simple to create a course and upload any information needed. It would probably take a few hours to get the course completely set up the way you want. 
	· Schoology is familiar to Ss, Ts, and Ps because it resembles popular social media applications. 
· There is a Schoology support community that Ts can join. https://www.schoology.com/connect
· It does not take very long to set up a course. The process is very straight forward. It would probably take a few hours. 

	Access:
· Will the LMS work well on all web browsers and device types?
· Is there an App for Ts, Ss or Ps?
· Can you build calendars/schedules in the LMS or sync with other school/district calendar tools?
	· Powerschool does work well on all Browsers and devices (mobile, tablet, computer)
· There is a separate sign-in for Ts, Ss, and Ps through the PowerSchool interface
· There is not space in the PSPro version for school calendars or syncing. The PS Learning App does have space for personalized calendars. 
	· Canvas works well on alll web browsers and devices (mobile, tablet, computer). 
· There is a separate sign-in for Ts, Ss, and Ps through the Canvas interface
· There is a calendar feature! I am not sure this feature would work with district calendars. It appears you have to upload your own information. 
	· Schoology works well on alll web browsers and devices (mobile, tablet, computer). 
· There is a separate sign-in for Ts, Ss, and Ps through the Schoology interface
· The calendar feature on Schoology does allow you to import calendar events from other resources. 

	Course Design:
· Does the LMS offer course templates?
· Is there any existing content or assessment questions available to use “as is” or that can be modified?
· Can Ts create and copy learning objects into a variety of other courses?
· Does the LMS work with OER resources?
· Does the platform support accessibility compliance or UDL?
	· I did not find course templates for PS Learning
· There are pre-existing exam questions based on standards.  
· Teachers are able to copy content into other courses 
· Powerschool does work with OER Resources 
·  Power school offers special programs for accessibility and claims to be 100% compliant to your state’s requirements. 
· Powerschool lacks UDL features like multiple means of representation so students can approach information in more than one way. 
	· There are course templates. Once I created an account, there was already a class template created for me. 
· There is existing content for how to create a course. When I created a quiz, I could create question banks, but there are not questions already created.
· Ts can use Direct Share to copy content from other/previous courses 
·  The platform does work with OER resource and is easily connected with Google. 
· Canvas has courses educators can take for implementing UDL. 
	· I did not find course template in Schoology 
· There are thousands of activities available through the Schoology program that you can adapt for your students. 
· Teachers can easily transfer activities and learning objectives to other courses. 
· Powerschool does work with OER Resources and Schoology is a Powerschool product. 
· Schoology lacks UDL features like multiple means of representation so students can approach information in more than one way. 

	Design/Functionality/Integration:
· Does the LMS fit with how Ts track student progress or would like to track Ss in the future?
· Does the LMS integrate with other apps or web tools, i.e., Google Drive, Google Meet, EdPuzzle, Screencastify, etc.?
· Does the LMS connect with the district SIS or Gradebook?
· What kinds of analytics are provided to Ts, Ss, Ps & As?
	· Teachers can very easily track student’s progress with PS. They can connect classes with the gradebook in Power Teacher Pro. 
· Powerschool has a WikiProjects feature for student collaboration. Most of the features are built into the app and are not integrated with other apps. 
· Yes the LMS does connect with gradebook, as long your district uses prowerschool for grading. 
· There are several grade reports teachers can run from Powerschool. These can be whole class or individualized. 
	· Yes, Ts can track student progress right on Canvas. There is a gradebook feature. 
· There are several external apps that integrate like flipgrid, screencastomatic, and quizlet. Canvas is also easily integrated with Google. 
· Ts can upload CSV files into Canva or out of Canva for integration with other gradebooks. 
· Course analytics will show you activity, assignment submissions, grades, and students. You can view analytics in both active and concluded courses.
	· Teachers can easily track students progress and transfer grades to Powerschool Gradebook. 
· Schoology has every tool your classroom needs and comes pre-integrated with more than 200+ tools, student information systems (SIS), and education platforms.
· The LMS can connect with several different gradebook programs but most clearly relates to PowerSchool. 
· Course Analytics is using a new system that provides better insights around the overall usage of Schoology at the course level.


Key: Ts = Teachers; Ss = Students; Ps = Parents; As = Administrators; Platform = LMS 
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	Evaluation Category
	LMS Choice #1:
(enter LMS name here)
	LMS Choice #2:
(enter LMS name here)
	LMS Choice #3:
(enter LMS name here)

	Online Collaboration & Communication:
· Can Ts & Ss easily communicate with each other through multiple means?
· Is there an online community around this LMS for Ts and As to participate in/learn from?
· Can Ts share object libraries between different districts with the same LMS?
	· Your PowerSchool Learning class inbox is very much like traditional email, but more secure. You will only exchange messages with the students (and parents) in your roster.
· You can also give full class announcements. There is not an instant messaging feature. And students cannot comment/react to announcements. 
· There is  an online community that teachers can join to connect with fellow users and attend trainings.
· Teachers can share content as many times as they’d like, and copy in others’ shared content, too.  
	· There are multiple means of communication. There is a chat feature, an inbox feature, announcements where Ss can like and comments, and discussion boards. 
· There are several online communities available with Canvas. I explored the K12 community. 
· You can easily share within your school/district. There is also a way to import your work to another district. 
	· Ts and Ss can very easily communicate on this app. There is a chat feature, an inbox feature, announcements where Ss can like and comments, and discussion boards. 
· There is an online community for teachers using schoology. They have a blog which they consistently update. 
· Teachers can easily share resources in Schoology by using the share button. 

	Assessment:
· What types of assessment does the LMS support and how easy are they to create?
· Can Ts facilitate online test administration?
· Does the LMS support automated testing and scoring (is there an AI component)?
· Does the LMS support competency mapping/skill gap analysis?
· Is there a portfolio feature?
· Is there a way to create rubrics and use them seamlessly to assess student work?
	· Teachers can create assignments, quizzes, polls, and discussions. 
· Teachers can give tests online. 
· The LMS does grade tests that are multiple choice or one correct answer. 
· PowerSchool announced its new Unified Insights Student Learning release, a first–of–its–kind tool, giving educators a holistic view into data they’ll need to help ensure all students can stay on track following the shift to distance learning.
· The ePortfolio is designed to give students their own personal space within PowerSchool Learning.
· In PowerSchool Learning, you can create Points-based and Qualitative Rubrics. 
	· Teachers can create assignments and quizzes on Canva. They are simple to create and follow a step-by-step process. 
· Teachers can facilitate online quizzes. 
· The Canva program will grade multiple choice/straight forward responses. 
· I was not able to find information about the competency mapping or skill gap analysis. 
· There is a student growth portfolio feature. 
· You can create and add rubrics to your assessment library on Cavnas. This feature seems simple to use. 
	· Ts can add quizzes and assessments in Schoology. They are very easy to create, but you have to upload/input your own information. It is really nice that you can upload existing quizzes. 
· Teachers can facilitate tests online. 
· The LMS will grade multiple choice quizzes. 
· I was not able to find information about the competency mapping or skill gap analysis
· All users have access to portfolios and teachers can be flexible in how they choose to use them. 
· Teachers can create and display rurbics to students using Schoology. 

	Privacy/Security:
· Is this LMS compliant with FERPA, CIPA, COPPA and HIPPA laws/protection acts?
· What are the privacy controls (privacy terms of agreement)?
· Is there encryption of data?
· Who owns the data?
· Is there an automatic backup system?
	· PowerSchool is compliant with FERPA, HIPPA and COPPA. I could not find information about CIPA. 
· Terms: https://www.powerschool.com/terms/
· Yes, there is encryption of data 
· PowerSchool customers own their student and school data
· You can back up a system's database when necessary or set up a regularly scheduled time for PowerSchool SMS to do it automatically
	· Canvas is compliant with FERPA, HIPPA and COPPA. I could not find information about CIPA.
· Canvas offers choices regarding the collection, use, and sharing of your personal information. https://info.canvas.net/coppa
· Yes, there is encryption of data 
· It seems that Canvas owns the data they collect 
· You can back up the database. 
	· Schoology is Coppa Compliant, but I could not find information about HIPPA, CIPA and FERPA. 
· Schoology seems to lack some of the necessary privacy controls. Here is there terms page https://www.schoology.com/privacy
· Schoology does encrypt data 
· This data is owned by schoology. Their disclosure policy says, “We may disclose your or your child’s personally identifiable information in connection with business transfers and purchases”
· Schoology does have an automatic backup system. 

	Costs:
· What are the estimated annual costs for the product for an individual user or school or district?
· Are the annual costs sustainable for multiple years?
	· Teachers can upgrade this plan for a monthly fee of $4.95 to $30, depending on the number of students and amount of storage desired.
· District pricing varies depending on the size of the district, with a 200 seat minimum required. Haiku also provides a free 60 day trial for districts considering using the product.
	· I could not find pricing for the Canvas product. There is a free trial and you can sign up as an individual or as a district.
· Not sure.  
	· There's the free and the enterprise version, in which pricing varies per implementation, the cost per student being $10, and it is a one-time fee.


Key: Ts = Teachers; Ss = Students; Ps = Parents; As = Administrators; Platform = LMS
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	Using your completed LMS Evaluation Grid, please answer the questions below (no more than one page please):
A. What is the best LMS tool for each evaluation category, i.e., ease of use, access, course design, etc.? Be sure to clearly and concisely articulate the “why” behind each of your category selections.
a. Ease of Use:
Canvas is the easiest LMS to use because it comes with many tutorials and tips for first time users. The Canvas app is the only LMS of the three that has sample templates to view and work from. 
b. Access:
Schoology is the easiest app to access. While all the apps work on multiple browsers and have a mobile application, Schoology integrates well with other apps and teachers can upload pre-existing calendars. 
c. Course Design: 
Canvas is the easiest system to use when creating a course. There are templates and guides that already  exist for teachers to use. It is very easy to set up multiple aspects of your class. The tutorials are built into the system.  
d. Design/Functionality/Integration:
Schoology is designed to resemble a social media app which makes the design easy to follow. The reason why Schoology wins this category though is its ability to integrate with 200+ learning apps. You can also upload your grades directly into Powerschool from this app. 
e. Online Collaboration and Communication:
Canvas is the best application for communication. Students can easily message their teacher or each other. Teachers can control posting permissions on their announcements. There is also discussion board space for students to collaborate. 
f. Assessment:
Powerschool is the best for assessment because you can easily create quizzes and assessments in the application. In addition to this, Powerschool has pre-existing questions organized by standards that teachers can use. 
g. Privacy and Security:
I was able to find the most privacy and security information for PowerSchool. I found this app the best because the users own the information rather than the company.  
h. Costs: 
Schoology has the best price information. It is free to use and you can update to a better version for $10/student. This is a one-time fee which seems very low cost. 
B. In your opinion, which of the three LMS platforms really underperformed in comparison to the other two platforms? Did this surprise you? Why or why not?
a. Powerschool underperformed in this analysis. Powerschool is not as user friendly and doesn't offer many of the features available in other programs. It seems chunkier and the design is not as clear. There was very little integration between PowerSchool and other learning applications. My school does use Powerteacher Pro for grading. I have been pretty happy with this programming. I figured the LMS attached to PowerSchool would be similar. However, I found that the application did not offer as much freedom for teachers to personalize their content. I also found that PowerSchool lacked instruction and training that some of the other LMS’ provided. 








